
Our Journal What Is It? 
p ERIODICALLY it behooves us to review or position in the field of scientific publicat ion in order 

to determine wherein it may  be possible to improve our par t  of the job. A journal  such as ours 
is r igh t fu l ly  m a n y  things to m a n y  people, and  in this effort tO serve diverse reader  interests 

we have m a n y  act ivi ty sections in the Journal .  The main  purpose of this review of our Journa l  
activities is to solicit the thinking and suggestions of its readers  for means 
of expanding or improving the service. 

Descriptions of original scientific applied or basic work constitute the 
bulk of our publication. Diligent efforts by  reviewers and associate editors 
aid the authors in the review, clarification, and  simplification of their  manu- 
scripts. As the late Prof.  H.  J.  Deuel J r .  so nicely pointed out, " T h e  
A. 0. C.S. is indeed for tunate  in having arr ived at the position of matur i ty  
in the field of chemistry, technology, nutr i t ion  and metabolism of oils, fats, 
and related problems so that  it can enjoy the approach at the fundamenta l  
as well as the pract ical  levels ."  Papers  of a general review na ture  arc con- 
sidered appropr ia te  if  they cover subjects of current  interest  and if similar 
reviews are not a l ready available in the l i teratnre.  

The Society each year  has several symposia at the nat ional  meetings and 
at the Short  Course. The papers  presented therein are f requent ly  assembled 
for  simultaneous publication. Thus the short  course papers  on " U n i t  Proc- 
esses in the F a t t y  Oil, Soap, and Detergent  I n d u s t r i e s "  were pr inted in 
the October and November 1956 issues. Likewise papers  on " S a f e t y  in 
Solvent-Extract ion P l a n t s "  and " D e t e r g e n t s "  will appear  in forthcoming 

A. R. Baldwin issues. Symposia papers,  such as these, have proved to be of pract ical  inter- 
est, especially to engineers and operat ing personnel. 

As a special service the Society has an Annual  Li te ra ture  Review Committee, which comprehen- 
sively reviews and summarizes for publication the per t inent  l i terature.  This is especially useful to 
those of us who have neither t ime nor facilities to cover all the l i tera ture  ourselves. Many of our 
foreign correspondents have expressed appreciat ion for  these reviews and for  the Abstract  Section 
of the Journal .  These extensive abstracts  are selected f rom other journals  around the world to cover 
the broad interests of our readers  in the fields of 1) general  oils and fats, 2) f a t ty  acid derivatives, 
3) biology and  nutrit ion, 4) detergents, and 5) d ry ing  oils and paints. 

I N RECENT YEARS editorials on this page have been supplied by leaders and authorit ies f rom all seg- 
ments of our  circulation on such subjects as univers i ty  education and research, pr ivate  and public 

consulting organizations, the edible fa t  industry,  f a t ty  acid industry,  protective coatings industry,  
detergent  industry,  other common interest societies in this country  and abroad, and the f a t t y  oil in- 
dus t ry  in several foreign countries. 

A journal  such as ours should have a place for letters to the editor. These provide a rapid  means 
of publishing scientific observations which would not in themselves jus t i fy  a complete technical paper.  
In  addit ion to this fo rm of let ter  there is a Problem Corner, which furnishes answers by  our Tech- 
nical Correspondent  to interesting technical questions submit ted by readers throughout  the world. 

The Book Review section provides opinions and observations by recognized men in the field on new 
technical books. Likewise information on new products  and new trade l i terature is provided. 

Our Journal ,  in addit ion to being a medium for the dissemination of technical and  scientific infor- 
mation, serves as a news medium for  Society activities. Technical and adminis t ra t ive committee reports  
describe the prodigious amount  of work done by  these groups  of busy members of the Society. These 
reports  often describe new analytical  methods being studied or offered for  approval  as recognized "offi- 
c i a l "  methods. Officers' reports,  including the pres ident ' s  annual  address, are also included. Other 
items of Society interest  include announcements  of special activities, local and national  meetings, meet- 
ing programs,  and technical and social repor ts  of meetings. 

T HE ADVERTISING PORTION of the Journa l  per forms a wor thy service to both the advert isers  and read- 
ers by providing a direct  means for those who distr ibute goods or services to br ing these to the 

at tention of personnel who use or recommend the use of them in all segments of the f a t t y  oil and 
allied industries. Likewise advert is ing acquaints our readers  with newer commercial developments 
and with the services or goods which suppliers can provide. I t  has been said by m a n y  advert isers  and 
readers tha t  there is " n o  other journal  which per forms this service to the specific fag and  allied in- 
dustries so wel l ."  Personal  employment  ads act as a low-cost clearing-house service, which is becoming 
bet ter  known and more useful  with every issue. 

The Journa l  features  are indexed in the December issue for  the convenience of those who wish to 
bind their  volumes. A 35-year cumulative index for  1917-1952 is available f rom the Society office to 
provide easy reference to the wealth of l i terature  and Society activities of the past. 

(Co~tinued on page 22) 
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The booklet, which is Monograph No. 67 to Angewandte Chemie 
and Chemie-Ingenieur-Teehnik, contains a very useful table of 
contents and a good index as well as a bibliography of 525 
references. An abstract of it was published in Angewandte 
Chemie, 66, 557-561 (1954). 

The monograph begins with a foreword by Adolf Butenandt 
and is divided into two parts, general and specific. The gen- 
eral part  includes detailed discussions of theory and practice 
of batch distribution including countercurrent distribution and 
of continuous extraction and distribution. The specific part  
discusses preliminary experiments and selection of solvent sys- 
tems of specific types of organic and inorganic compounds. 
The reduction of emulsions and complexes of inorganic com- 
pounds is also covered. Many examples of apparatus are de- 
scribed and illustrated throughout the monograph, which con- 
tains 89 figures and 74 tables. 

The content of the general par t  compares very favorably 
with Chapter IV by L. C. and D. Craig in Vol. I I I  of A. Weiss- 
berger 's  "Technique of Organic Chemistry." The monograph 
is more up to date. The specific part  contains many practical 
examples of solvent systems which were not available at the 
time of writing of the Craig chapter. The German is readily 
understood, especially if one is at all familiar with extraction 
and distribution. The booklet fills a need for a reference 
nmnual dealing with extraction and distribution. 

L. H. MASON 
Northern Utilization Research Branch 
Peoria, Ill. 

WOOL WAX: CHEMISI~I~Y AND TECHNOLOGY, by E. Vernon 
Truter (Interscience Publishers Inc., New York, N. Y., X + 
368 pp., 15 x 24.5 cm., 1956, $8.75). The book comprises 12 
chapters, namely: The Fleece Contents; The Chemical Con- 
stitution of Wool Wax; The Constitution and Uses of Suint; 
Some Properties of Emulsions, Recovery of Wool Wax; Sa- 
ponification of Wool Wax; The Isolation and Determination 
of Cholesterol; Sorting Molecules by Size and Shape; Lane- 
stane Derivatives; Some Steroidal Derivatives; The Bradford 
Recovery Process; and Uses of Wool Wax. Under each chap- 
ter  beading are listed the major points discussed therein. 
There are, in addition to the text, two appendixes, a table of 
definitions, author and subject indexes. 

Not since the report by Gillespie (C.S.I.R.O. Australia) in 
1946 has there been a comprehensive review of wool wax. In 
this book the author has attempted to bring the reader up to 
date on this subject and, in the opinion of this reviewer, has 
succeeded quite well. Dr. Truter, who is a lecturer in textile 
chemistry at the University of Leeds, England, is an active 
investigator in the field of wool wax chemistry. I-Ie seems to 
have "scoured" the literature of the field very thoroughly as 
evidenced by the number of references at the end of each 
chapter. The description of the experimental work leading ¢o 
the final elucidation of the structure of ]anosterol appears to 
be particularly well done. However the author has focussed 
too much attention on some subjects, such as clathrate com- 
pounds and emulsions, and too little attention on others. 

The book is well written and readable. There were a few 
errors, for the most part  trivia], that  were noticed. This 
reviewer would take issue with the author 's  view that  ante-iso 
structures have a terminal isobutyl residue (p. 35). With a 
material, the behavior of which is as perverse as wool wax, 
there are certain to be some differences of opinion in evaluat- 
ing some data. This may be true about some statements in 
the text. However readers of this journal with an interest in 
wool wax will find a wealth of information in this book and 
will do well to add this volume to their personal libraries. 

ABNEg EISNER 
Eastern Utilization Research Branch 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

FATS, OILS, DETERGENTS YEARBOOK 1955, B. F. Daubert, 
editor (Interscience Publishers Ine:, 250 Fi f th  avenue, New 
York, N. Y., 1,144 pp., 61~ x 9 ~  in., 1955, $45). The Fats,  Oils, 
and Detergents Abstracts have been published monthly in 
loose-leaf form for 12 years. The present volume is a bound 
collection of the abstracts thus distributed during 1955. The 
Abstract Service consists of quite complete abstracts, includ- 
ing pertinent tables, equations, graphs, and some pictures from 
original papers which were considered by the editor to be the 
most important papers published on these subjects in current 
domestic and foreign journals. The abstracts are so complete 
that  for most purposes it is not necessary to refer to the 
original works for details. Each abstract is simply arranged 
to include subject, authors, their location, publication refer- 
ence, title of the paper, purpose of the work, methods used, 
and results. I t  may vary in length from about ~ page to 9 
or 10 pages, depending upon the amount of data included in 
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the form of pictures, tables, or graphs. Author and subject 
indexes facilitate use of the volume. Many libraries not re- 
ceiving the monthly Abstract  Service will wish to have the 
abstracts in this convenient bound form. I t  also offers an 
easy way for those in all aspects of fat ,  oil, and detergent 
work to keep fairly well apprised of the relevant develop- 
ments in theory and research around the world. 

A. R. BALDWIN 
Cargill Inc. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

GEOLOGY AND OURSELVES, F. H. Edmunds (Philosophical 
Library Inc., 15 E. 40th street, New York, N. Y., 254 pp., 
6 x 9  in., 1956, $10). The 16 chapters containing numerous 
diagrams and photographs evidenced the author 's  broad ex- 
perience in the economic aspects of geology and are designed 
to show the importance of geology to our every-day living. 
The author has been for 30 years a member of the staff of the 
Geological Survey of Great Britain. This varied experience 
has provided the basic illustrations which make the book 
interesting. Despite the local applications, the principles of 
such phenomena as underground water movement, weathering 
of rocks, and geological growth of the earth should arouse 
the interest of anyone who wishes to know more about the 
world around him. Engineering projects, such as tunnels, 
mines, and dams, point out how the geologist helps the engi- 
neer to avoid troubles. Descriptions of such activities as coal 
mining, water conservation, and drilling of deep holes in the 
earth are especially interesting to the inquisitive layman and 
amateur geologist. The book should also appeal to such scien- 
tific readers as civil, architectural, and mining engineers. 

A. R. BALDWIN 
Cargill Inc. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

A.O.C.S. Commentary 
(Continued from page 4) 

A s  w e  look f o r w a r d  to  a g r o w i n g  S o c i e t y  a n d  J o u r -  
na l ,  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  o u r  c u r r e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  s h o u l d  
be r e v i e w e d  a n d  n e w  i d e a s  a n d  s u g g e s t i o n s  be of fe red .  
M e m b e r s  of  t h e  J o u r n a l  s t a f f  a n d  t h e  J o u r n a l  Com-  
m i t t e e  a l w a y s  w e l c o m e  e o m m e u t s ,  b u t  we  do  so espe-  
c i a l l y  n o w  as  we  s t a r t  a n e w  y e a r ,  t h e  41st  y e a r  of  
p u b l i c a t i o n .  

A.  R.  BALDWIN 
E d i t o r ,  J . A . O . C . S .  
Ca rg i l l  Inc.  
Minneapo l i s ,  Minn.  

Publishes Book on Instruments 
Modern Instruments in Chemical Analysis, by Frank M. 

Biffen and William Seaman (McGraw-Hill Book Company Inc., 
New York, 333 pp., 1956, $7.50) gives operating techniques 
and data for new instruments and points out the advantages 
and limitations of each. Some of the major instrumental meth- 
ods covered are flame photometry; visual, ultraviolet, and in- 
frared spectrophotometry; Raman spectroscopy; mass spec- 
trometry; X-ray diffraction; polarography; potentiometry; 
conductometry; coulometry; and use of radioactivity. 

Publishes Annual Catalog 
The 41st annual edition of the Chemical Engineering Cata- 

log is now available from Reinhold Publishing Corporation, 
430 Park avenue, New York, N. Y. The 1932-page catalog 
offers descriptive material on the equipment offered by more 
than 550 manufacturers and is indexed by company name, 
trade name, application or functional purpose of the product, 
and the name of the product itself. 

Revises Fire Codes 
The National Fire Codes, a compilation of 174 fire safety 

standards as developed by the National Fire Protection Asso- 
c iat ion,  have been published in a revised six-volume edition. 
Volume II ,  c'Combustible Solids, Dusts, Chemicals, and Ex- 
plosives," contains 35 standards and is available at $6 per 
copy from the National Fire Protection Association, 60 Bat- 
terymarch street, Boston, Mass. 
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